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WRITING CENTER
What You Need to Know  
Young children’s early writing involves the coming together of three skills: the mechanics of 
handwriting, the language to create a message to an audience, and the knowledge of how the writing 
system works (e.g., letters/sounds).  A Writing Center that children can regularly access independently 
(and with their teacher) provides the opportunity to build all three of these skills.  You will support 
children's development by creating an engaging and effective Writing Center that focuses on different, meaningful writing activities. 

What You Need to Do 
Materials will play a key role in making your Writing Center engaging, inviting, and effective.  After selecting your original materials, 
you will continue to rotate them throughout the year based on the interests and skills of individual children, as well as the content 
you are focusing on at other times of day.  For example, if you are exploring sand, you may add sand trays for writing letters to your 
Writing Center.  While you do not need to include every item listed below, you should have at least a few items from each category. 

¨ Child-friendly writing materials: pencils, colored pencils, thin 
and thick markers, crayons. 

¨ Writing Surfaces: paper in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors, 
envelopes, scrap paper, chalkboards, Journals, notebooks. 

¨ Models: alphabet chart, word walls to support awareness of 
sight words or other content words, list of children’s names.  

¨ Additional Supplies: mailboxes for each child, small 
scissors, glue sticks, stickers and stampers 
(individual stamps that don’t require an ink pad), 
magnetic letters and boards, office supplies (e.g., 
hole punch, stapler). 

When/Ways to Use 

¨ Encourage children to write a sentence about their weekend that goes along with a picture they draw. 

¨ Have the class create birthday cards for the principal, administrators, or other educators.  Encourage them to write 
their message and sign their name. 

¨ Encourage a practice of sending compliments and kind notes to classmates.  Consider creating little envelopes or a 
“mailbox” system. 

¨ Encourage children to create small books out of stapled scraps of paper.  Encourage them to create a book that 
moves left to right, has a title page, author line, and at least three pages (beginning, middle, and end). 
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The Core Skill Routines that support Early Writing make 
writing a daily practice in meaningful ways, help children 
recognize and form letters, and invites them to make initial 
observations between letters and their sounds – all 
foundational skills for later writing. 

Literacy in STREAMin3

A Focus on Early Writing

Early Writing is a literacy Subskill for the Core Skill Communicate. This Subskill focuses on 
empowering children to see writing as enjoyable and as a means of communication. You’ll 
support the development of this skill by providing positive experiences around writing and 
modeling your own use of it. 

What is Early Writing?

STREAMin3 Resources
STREAMin3 embeds many early writing opportunities throughout the curriculum. Below are some of the 
“bang for your buck” resources that support the development of this skill.
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CORE SKILL: COMMUNICATE 

Early Writing 
 

What You Need to Know 
Young children’s early writing involves the coming together of three skills: the mechanics of 
handwriting, the language to create a message to an audience, and the knowledge of how the writing system works (e.g., 
letters/sounds).  Even when it seems that a young child’s writing is simply marks and scribbles, there is a lot being explored, 
and learned, through the process.  Across the preschool years, children’s writing increasingly reflects their knowledge of 
different types of writing (e.g., lists, story, labels), their skills to know and form letters, to connect letters to sounds within 
words, and to internalize the rules that govern print (e.g., directionality, spacing). 
 

Things to Consider 
Looking at a child’s writing as having ‘correct’ or ‘incorrect’ words does not leave a lot of room for learning.  There are many 
mistakes that children make in writing that are very predictable and consistent with where their print and sound skills may be 
at that time.  Move feedback away from perfunctory praise (“Great!”) or overly corrective (“Let me show you how to spell 
this,”) to support the “next step” in writing development.  For example, if a child is scribbling, work on getting the child to 
write the letters of their name and use those letters in other writing.  If a child is writing letters but not connecting letters to 
sounds, help make that connection and then guide children to ‘listen to the first sounds of the word’ and make that letter-
sound connection as a way to start writing.   
 

Development of Early Writing Skills  
 

 

Setting the Stage 
Activities and materials that support the development of early writing:  

¨ Select books that feature interesting print features (e.g., words in pictures, words stretching across the page, words in 
colorful or different font).  As children notice print in books, they are taking in information that they can “try out” in 
their writing.  

¨ Provide child-friendly writing materials (e.g., pencils, colored pencils, thin and thick markers, crayons) and props (e.g., 
graph paper or observational journals in Science and Math centers, menus and order forms in Dramatic Play). 

¨ Encourage journal writing throughout the day (e.g., as a quiet time, to make observations of growth, to illustrate a 
story). 

¨ Name-writing routines (e.g., have children sign their name to every product they make, create a sign-in process in the 
morning). 

¨ Infuse large writing displays (e.g., use of chart paper or a whiteboard) into your whole group routines, activities, and 
discussions.  Join your writing with something you are discussing/teaching (e.g., a story chart when talking about a 
book after reading it during morning circle). 

¨ Display child writing across the room.  Make sure the writing is displayed at eye-level for children to return to their 
writing products and continue to consider and discuss them.  Encourage children to sign their writing before display. 

 
  

Between 36 and 48 months, children may: Between 48 and 60 months, children may: 

Engage in writing activities that consist largely of drawing 
and scribbling that begin to convey meaning.  

Progressively use drawing, scribbling, letter-like forms, and 
letters to intentionally convey meaning. 

With modeling and support, write some letter-like forms and 
letters.  

With support, may use invented spelling consisting of salient 
or beginning sounds (e.g., L for elevator). 
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The Core Skill Guide provides an in-depth look at the Early Writing Subskill with:
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¨ Integrate.  
Maximize learning opportunities by integrating materials across centers or areas of your room, and across skills or topics.  
Art shouldn’t just happen in the Art Center and pretend play doesn’t only occur in the Dramatic Play Center. You will be 
intentional when:  

o Setting up your centers.  Strategically place materials across areas (e.g., in addition to a Writing Center, include
writing materials for recording observations in a Science Center; blueprint paper and books from the Library
Center that represent various buildings are also great in a Block Center).

o Following children’s lead in the moment.  If children are actively engaged in a project or pretend play, follow
their lead.  For example, if children build an elaborate house in the Block Area and want to bring the baby dolls
from the Dramatic Play Center, that’s great!  It would diminish their play and learning to say, “No, dolls belong in
the Dramatic Play Center.”

¨ Stage the room or materials.  
Routinely stage various materials in your centers or room for children to explore.  For example, create a maze for 
children to explore, put a live, beautiful plant in the Art Center, or set up challenges (e.g., can you get this ball to roll from 
one side of the center to the other without touching the carpet?). 

¨ Intentionally support the Core and STREAM Skills.  
Be intentional to consider how the materials you are selecting or staging, or the arrangement of your room, is supporting 
the Core or STREAM Skills.  Ask yourself: Why am I selecting this?  Which skills can this be used to support?  Is this here 
just because it always has been? 

Below are some materials or centers that can lend to supporting the Core and STREAM Skills.  Remember, your interactions with 
children are the most important things you do to promote children’s development.  You do not need the following materials to 
support these skills, these are simply examples.  

Core Skill Suggested Types of Activities, Materials, and Interactions 

¨ See suggestions above for autonomy and children’s interests. 
¨ Boards or clips where children get to choose which of their art or work is displayed. 
¨ Family boards to share pictures and increase communication. 
¨ Books, figurines, dolls, music, and/or instruments that represent a variety of cultures. 
¨ Dolls, pets, plants, or anything children can care for. 
¨ Materials or staged challenges that prompt partner or teamwork. 
¨ Board games 

¨ See the Create a Well-Organized Classroom section for additional ideas. 
¨ Books and dolls that represent a variety of feelings. 
¨ A cozy corner to calm down. 
¨ Recipe cards (e.g., in Dramatic Play with matching ingredients). 
¨ Pretend play materials (e.g., costumes, food, work-related gear, stuffed animals). 

¨ Hands-on, direct experiences.   
¨ Objects for children to manipulate. 
¨ See Math, Engineering, Technology, and Science sections on the following page for additional ideas. 

¨ See Reading section on the following page for additional ideas. 
¨ Books that children are interested in discussing. 
¨ Felt boards with characters from books for children to “retell.” 

¨ Materials to build fine motor muscles (e.g., play-dough or clay, scissors, writing utensils, string and 
beads, tweezers, buttons, pipe cleaners, puzzles, Legos). 

¨ Materials to build gross motor skills (e.g., balls, bean bags, balance beams, hula hoops, music). 
¨ Visual charts to promote self-help skills (e.g., handwashing chart). 
¨ Pretend food or menus that represent healthy foods. 
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The Setting the Stage Guide provides ways to embed intentional interactions 
around early writing in your learning environment and daily routines. Check out 
these sections for more:
◆ Parts of the Room section
◆ Parts of the Day section
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◆ What the skill looks like in preschool 
◆ Things to consider when supporting that skill
◆ Ways to set the stage for children’s learning
◆ The Intentional Teaching Practices (ITPs) that will encourage development


